
TOM  KARTIS, M.D.
Charlotte County’s only Thoracic Surgeon 

who is also for over a decade all of the following:

CALL 941 – 235-4400 FOR APPOINTMENT

 

TOM  KARTIS, M.D.

Cardiothoracic Surgery
Longest Current Charlotte 

County Track Record of 

Listed in 2010 Guide to 

ANNOUNCING NEW FOR 2011 LUNG PATIENTS

 

*2995 DUE AT SIGNING. 39 MOS. 39K MILS ON LEASE. PRICES INCLUDE GM LOYALTY REBATE. †MUST OWN/LEASE A ‘99 OR NEWER GM PRODUCT TO 
QUALIFY. MUST HAVE A 740 BEACON SCORE OR GREATER.  HUMMER, PONTIAC, SATURN OR CADILLAC GET 4 MONTHS PULL AHEAD.  

LEASE CANNOT END ANY LATER THAN OCT. 31, 2011. 

Home of the “Palm Promise!”

*Walkaway protection for vehicle financing is valid on any new and used vehicle  
financed at Palm. See dealer for full program details. Restrictions apply.

Exclusive Dealer in Lee & Charlotte 
Counties to offer “Peace of Mind Buying!”

2006 Kia Spectra
Blue, 103,851 MI, STK#D00571A ..........

$6,995 
2006 Chrysler Sebring
White, 78,103 MI, STK#H1390A  .............

$7,596
2003 Saturn Ion
Silver, 51,643 MI, STK#C11281B .............

$7,995 
2002 Chevrolet TrailBlazer
Red, 102,088 MI, STK#CG11019A..........

$8,796 
2003 Chevrolet Venture
White, 63,397 MI, STK#CG11076A ........

$8,995
2001 Mercury Grand Marquis
White, 68,397 MI, STK#C11224A ..........

$8,995 
2003 Dodge Ram 1500
Tan, 102,477 MI, STK#D00085A ...........

$8,995 
1999 Plymouth Voyager
Red, 25,143 MI, STK#D11192A ...............

$8,995 
2005 Scion xB
Red, 113,754 MI, STK#H1229A ..............

$8,995 
2004 Hyundai Sonata
Silver, 72,454 MI, STK#H1675A .............

$8,995

2007 Saturn VUE
White, 56,844 MI, STK#D11124A ....$12,995 
2007 Chevrolet Impala
Silver, 39,656 MI, STK#C11241A ........

$14,595 
2008 Chevrolet HHR
Black, 33,603 MI, STK#C11330A........

$15,595 
2009 Saturn Aura
Black, 20,169 MI, STK#C11257A ........

$15,995 
2007 Mazda CX-7
Black, 59,677 MI, STK#H1320A .........

$15,995 
2008 Toyota Camry
Silver, 48,301 MI, STK#CB11036A .....

$17,595 
2007 GMC Envoy
White, 48,346 MI, STK#C11072A ......

$17,596
2009 Chrysler Town & Country
Red, 56,706 MI, STK#D11118A ...........

$17,596
2006 Dodge Ram 1500
White, 9,525 MI, STK#D11022A ........

$21,995
2008 Hyundai Santa Fe
Red, 19,553 MI, STK#H0528A ...........

$23,995 

2003 Nissan Xterra
Black, 88,253 MI, STK#CG1127A .......

$11,596
2006 Ford Econoline
White, 77,471 MI, STK#D00590A ......

$13,995 
2002 Lexus LS 430
Silver, 80,083 MI, STK#H0165A ......$15,597 
2004 Chrysler Crossfire
Grey, 21,821 MI, STK#H1649AA ......$15,995
2004 Honda Pilot
Green, 77,578 MI, STK#H1185A........

$16,595
2009 Volkswagen Beetle Conv.
Red, 10,091 MI, STK#C11339A ..........

$18,595 
2005 Jeep Wrangler
Silver, 30,090 MI, STK#CG11009AA .

$19,995 
2009 Honda CR-V
Blue, 29,550 MI, STK#PT5124 ...........

$20,596 
2009 Cadillac SRX
Silver, 47,991 MI, STK#CB11101A .....

$22,996
2008 Lexus IS 250
Silver, 36,640 MI, STK#T10505A ......

$26,995 
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ALL PRICES PLUS TAX, TAG AND A $599 DEALER FEE. ALL OFERS WITH APPROVED CREDIT.
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PL: I grew up in Southern California, 
Newport Beach and some other places. I 
didn’t have the money to have a hot rod in 
high school. So it was only after I went in 
the Navy and got out and studied acting and 
became an actor and made a few bucks that I 
could get a hot rod or two, which I did. 

FW: What happened to the car you 
drove in “American Graffiti”? 

PL: That car was built for the movie 
by George Lucas, and Universal Pic-
tures owned it. 

FW: What’s your favorite type of car?
PL: My favorite car, generally speak-

ing, is Mustang. But I’d say for classic 
cars I prefer the ’57 Chevy.

FW: Did you relate to the era por-
trayed in “American Graffiti” ? 

PL: That film depicted a world that 
was going out of existence by 1962 and 
’63, which was when I was surfing in 
Newport Beach, and learning acting in 
high school. So I missed the cruising era, 
although there were some car clubs in 
Newport Beach but I didn’t have a car so 
I couldn’t be a member.

FW: What did your parents do profes-
sionally when you were growing up? 

PL: My stepfather was a nuclear phys-
icist, and I had another stepfather who 
had been a boxer. And as a matter of 
fact I went into boxing briefly, and won 
an amateur boxing tournament — The 
Diamond Belt Tournament, in 1972 in 
Los Angeles.

FW: Do you still box as an amateur 
or just for fun? 

PL: I work out at it, but I haven’t hit 
anybody since the 1990s, or been hit.

FW: When did you start doing car 
shows?

PL: The first one, I believe, was in 1999. I 
can make some money at it. I wouldn’t call 
it a living. I met a lot of wonderful car peo-
ple and continued to do it over the years.

FW: Do people still recognize you 
from “American Graffiti”?

PL: They do if they stare at me long 
enough

FW: What has been your favorite 
role as an actor?

PL: My favorite part was playing — 
oh heck, there’s two of them: the part 
I played in a movie, “Aloha, Bobby and 
Rose.” That came out after “Ameri-
can Graffiti.” And then Melvin in the 
movie “Melvin and Howard” with Jason 
Robards as Howard Hughes.

FW: What are your plans as an 
actor and otherwise? 

PL: I’m also a writer. I write fiction. 
I have four books on Amazon Kindle. 
They’re e-books. And I’ve been getting 
good responses from readers. As far as 
acting, I’m waiting for my agent, God 
bless him, to get me another job. ■

ACTOR, FROM PAGE A10

COURTESY PHOTO

Paul Le Mat in a scene from “American 
Grafitti.”


